104.   LETTER TO COLONIAL SECRETARY1

[JOHANNESBURG,
Before April 25, 1908]

THE HON'BLE THE COLONIAL SECRETARY
PRETORIA

SIR,

I have been desired by the Committee of my Association to
approach the Government regarding the Draft Gold Law which the
Government intend to introduce during the forthcoming session of
Parliament

In the humble opinion of my Committee, the Draft [law] imposes
on British Indians disabilities graver than those found in the existing
law. My Committee had hoped, as it still hopes, that the legal disabili-
ties of the community represented by it would be lightened by the
Government instead of their being increased.

My Committee desired me specifically to draw the attention of the
Government to the following:

1.    The Draft retains in the definition of the term "Coloured per-
son" the word "coolie" which, as applied to the present Indian popula-
tion of the Colony, is an offensive term, there being in the Trans-
vaal very few, if any, coolies in the proper sense of the term, Moreover,
the bracketing together African natives and Asiatics, British subjects
and non-British subjects2, is to ignore the peculiar position occupied by
British Indians.

2.    The retention of the original law as to dealing in unwrought
gold, in so far as it specially affects Coloured people besides their coming
under the general prohibitions of the law,   assumes   that   Coloured
people are the greater offenders in respect of dealing in unwrought gold,
whereas in the opinion of my Association the contrary is the fact in so
far as British Indians are concerned.

3.    Moreover, the definition'of unwrought gold probably prevents
Indian goldsmiths from carrying on their business of manufacturing
jewellery even out of gold bars prepared in and imported from Etig-
land.   This, it will be readily admitted, is a grievous hardship for the
goldsmiths in question.

1 This letter was republished in Indian Opinion, 254-1908, under the title "The
Draft Gold Law of the Transvaal: An Important Letter of Protest",
2 Residents of the Transvaal who were not subjects of the British Empire